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A Memorandum 

#( 
Khadim-ul-Harameen 

Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz 

Presented by the delegation of 
The World Islamic Mission (UK Branch) 

201/207 Shoreditch High Street London E1 6PH 

World Islamic Mission 
President: 

Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani 

Vice President: 

Maulana Abdul Sattar Khan Niazi 

General Secretary: 

Allama Qamruzzama Azmi 

An open letter to His Majesty, King 

Fahd of Saudi Arabia upon his visit to the 
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United Kingdom from 24

th
 March to 26

th
 

March. 

We wish to welcome Your Majesty to 

his country and express our appreciation of 

the improvement of some of the premises and 

facilities for pilgrims in the Holy Places of 

Mecca and Medina. 

We strongly regret, however, that we 

have no alternative but use the columns of 

this newspaper in order to convey our 

grievances to you, as all previous efforts 

through the channels have failed to evoke any 

response. 

The mainstream of muslims (Ahle 

Sunnat Wa-Jamat), who make up about 90% 

of the total muslim population, have been 

subjected to continual harassment by Wahabi 

Ulama (the religious leaders of the Wahabi 

����� ����� ����  !"#$%&'( )*+,-/ 0123 to 

power. With the advent of the petro-dollar, 

this harassment, coupled with intimidation 

and oppression, increased to an intolerable 

level. 

It is common occurrence that people 

are arrested, manhandled and beaten, while a 

lucky few are deported, all because they pray 

in a fashion not approved of by the narrow-

minded Wahabi Ulama of your Kingdom. 

You will be aware that the religious 

leadership and scholarship throughout the 

ages has come from areas such as Egypt and 

North Africa Syria, Iraq, Turkey, Central Asia 

and the Indian Subcontinent, in spite of the 

location of Mecca and Medina in Saudi 

Arabia. 

When our repeated petitions were 

ignored, a number of conferences were held, 

notably the internationally acclaimed "Hejaz 

Conference" in London on 5
th
 May 1985 and 

the "Kanzul Iman Conference" in 

Birmingham. It was agreed that a delegation 

45 689: ;< =>?@ ABCDEFGHI JKMNOP QRSTUVW
on 7

th
 1985 to discuss the matter. 

The delegation was given firm 

assurance that Your Majesty would look into 

the matter and that a platform for discussion 

with Wahabi Ulama would be set up as well 

as a private audience with this assurance, and 

as a token of this faith, we went along with 

XYZ [\]^_`abc defghij kl mnopqrs tuvw xyz{|}~
public debate. Yet to this day, no action has 

been taken further to this assurance. 

The delegation also presented the 

��������� ���� � ���� �� ������������
Passed at the Hejaz Conference", a brief 

summary of which is given below: 

1. The pilgrimage tax which is expressly 

forbidden by the Quran should abolished. 

2. Wahabi Ulama should not impose their 

beliefs and teachings on 99% of the 

muslims (this includes Sheaits as well as 

Sunnis), and, therefore, pilgrims should be 

allowed to carry copies of the Quran which 

contain translation and commentary by 

prominent non-Wahabi muslims (E.G. 

Maulana Ahmad Raza Khan). 

3. Muslims should be free to celebrate the 

� ¡¢£¤¥¦§ ¨©ª«¬­®¯ °± ²³´µ¶ ·¸¹º»¼½ ¾¿ ÀÁÂÃ
are in every other Muslims country, since 

this celebration is in accordance with the 

Quran (Surah Ahzab, 56). Intimidation and 

harassment of those active in organising 

this celebration should be stopped at once 

while basic human and religious rights 

should be restored. 

4. All religious and historical sites should be 

preserved, restored and protected according 

to the teachings of the Quran. 

5. Excessive house rent during pilgrimage to 

Mecca and Medina should be held in check, 
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while other muslim governments should be 

invited to co-operate on the improvements 

of facilities for pilgrims. 

6. We reiterate very strongly that we bear no 

personal grudge against the Saudi Royal 

Family, yet we fill that Your Majesty 

should provide an opportunity for our 

ulama to present and explain their point of 

view concerning the Quran and Sunna. It 

would then become clear how the Wahabi 

Ulama have misguides the Saudi 

Government and have directly affected its 

prestige and honour. 

7. The mainstream muslims should be given 

proportional represantation in the Word 

Muslims League if it is to claim its 

international character. 

Your Majesty will note that these 

resolutions are based on the Quran and Sunna 

and that our grievances are very genuine and 

very pressing. 

In the interest of all Muslims, and of 

Islam in general, we hope that Your Majesty 

will give consideration to these grievances, 

which might well pave the way for improving 

the situations in many other areas, too. 

Furthermore, it would call a halt to the public 

debate which is very harmful to all of us. 

May Allah guide Your Majesty and 

give you foresight and make you an 

instrument of unification. 
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